
 

 

 

SITE and MPI Announce Co-located Event in 2018 

CHICAGO and DALLAS, 7 March 2017 - The Society for Incentive Travel Excellence (SITE) and 

Meeting Professionals International (MPI) have joined forces to provide a new, enhanced 

experience for global meetings and incentive professionals at the SITE + MPI Global Forum. The 

crossover between industries and memberships sparked the idea for the unique event, taking 

place 12-14 January 2018 at the Rome Cavalieri Waldorf Astoria, Rome, Italy, a five-star luxury 

hotel in the heart of the Eternal City. 

The forum brings together the power of two, industry-leading global brands to share industry 

trends, offer innovative and relevant education and provide a collaborative environment for 

networking and business exchanges. Joint activities, as well as incentive travel or meetings 

focused education tracks, will allow delegates to customize their experience.  

“As past-chair of MPI, I am excited about this opportunity to collaborate with MPI on the Global 

Forum, which will quickly become one of the most important industry events in Europe in 2018,“ 

said SITE CEO Kevin Hinton, CIS. “SITE and MPI share many members, and by combining our 

otherwise competing events, we are making it easier for members to attend one event versus 

having to choose between two. Members tell us that they are looking for maximum value from our 

events and we expect the Global Forum will be welcomed by our global community of incentive 

and meeting professionals and sponsors.”  

“We look forward to partnering with SITE to deliver a strong and innovative program for Global 

Forum next year. This collaboration is just one example of our strategic priority to expand MPI 

educational offerings within Europe, and we believe our members in the region will welcome the 

opportunity to learn and network alongside SITE members,” said Paul Van Deventer, president 

and CEO of MPI.  

Rome has long been a leading destination for incentive trips, meetings and congresses from 

around the globe. The city brings together the entire history of the world with the culture and 

beauty of today alongside the incredible charm of its past. “The incentive community in Rome will 

ensure this is a must-attend event and exciting pre and post tours will give delegates ample 

opportunity to explore one of the world’s greatest incentive and meeting destinations,” Hinton 

added. 

Annamaria Ruffini, CIS, CEO, Events In & Out S.R.L. and SITE president-elect has been 

instrumental in bringing the event to Rome. “As a member of both SITE and MPI, I believe that 

collaborating to host a global event will be a major plus for members of both organizations. The 

two associations share an international spirit and pay close attention to networking, training, 

promotion and recognition of the meetings and incentives industry throughout the world. It is only 

natural for an effective synergy to emerge between the two. There is no better setting than Rome 

to enhance a historic event that could have great influence on the future of our industry.” 



To sign up for updates and learn about sponsorship opportunities, visit www.mpiweb.org/global-

forum and www.siteglobal.com/page/site-mpi-global-forum-2018.  

 

About SITE 

 

SITE, the Society for Incentive Travel Excellence is the only global organization dedicated to 

strengthening and supporting the incentive travel industry. We connect incentive travel to 

business results. For our members, we provide professional development, certification and 

business connections. We also fund and conduct research through the SITE Foundation, whose 

fundraising initiatives facilitate vital industry research, trend analysis, and educational program 

support for incentive travel professionals. Our multi-tiered approach builds awareness and 

strengthens the effectiveness of incentive travel. Over the last 43 years, SITE has grown to over 

2,000 members in 90 countries with 28 local and regional chapters. For more information, please 

visit SITEglobal.com. 

About MPI 

Meeting Professionals International (MPI) is the largest meeting and event industry association 

worldwide. The organization provides innovative and relevant education, networking opportunities 

and business exchanges, and acts as a prominent voice for the promotion and growth of the 

industry. MPI has a global community of 60,000 meeting and event professionals including more 

than 17,000 engaged members and its Plan Your Meetings audience. It has more than 90 

chapters and clubs in 24 countries. “When we meet, we change the word.” www.mpiweb.org 
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